Trip to the Central British Columbia
Railway and Forestry Museum
What to expect at the museum.

Entering the museum.
I am going to the Central BC Railway and Forestry Museum.
When I arrive at the museum, I can go up the ramp or stairs.
While I go up the ramp or the stairs, I can also see different
plants in the front garden. Then, I will go inside through the front
door.

Checking in.
My family will purchase admission tickets at the Gift Shop desk. On
some days, my family can buy tickets to ride the Mini-Rail train
around the museum grounds. My family can also get a park map, and
will write their names into the visitor sign in sheet.

In the gift shop, I can look at toys, food, as well as local jewelry,
artwork, soaps, magnets, mugs, and books.

When I am in the Gift Shop my family can borrow a Sensory Pack. It
will have ear muffs, blanket, stuffed animal, balls, tinted glasses and
a few other things. This kit will help me if I need to feel calm when we
are in the museum.

The train inside the gift shop.
Inside the Gift Shop, if I look
up high I will see Thomas &
Friends on the train tracks
near the ceiling. If I ask the
person working in the Gift
Shop to turn on Thomas, I will
see Thomas chug around the
track. I can ask to watch
Thomas move around the
track before, or after I go
outside.
Thomas will travel through a tunnel
that goes inside the train room. As
Thomas goes through the train
room, I will watch Thomas move
along the track, and will not go
inside the train room because it is
off limits. When Thomas moves, it
will be loud, especially around
corners. If I think Thomas is too
noisy, I can ask for Thomas to be
turned off, or I can put on the ear
muffs in my Sensory Pack. After
Thomas travels around the track a
few times, I will notice that Thomas
needs to stop and take a break.

Taking breaks.
I might need a break from walking around. If I need a break, I can
rest on seating areas inside or outside. After, I can continue
looking in the gallery, or outside.

The museum also has some
snack options, as well as
water, juice, and iced tea. My
family members can purchase
these at the gift shop.

I can find restrooms inside the
gallery. In the summer, I can
use the washrooms outside
too, which are beside the
speeder shed on my map.

The
gallery.
Add a
heading
In the gallery, I will see many paintings on the walls. Sometimes I
can also see artifacts on display. I like to use my eyes and mind to
look at each art piece and artifact. With my eyes, I can see different
colours and shapes. With my mind, I can create a story about what I
see. Some of the paintings and artifacts have writing beside them, I
can ask my guardian to read what it says.

I will look at paintings and artifacts by:
Walking up to the painting, or artifact and stopping two steps away
from it.
If I am too close, I will take two steps backwards from the painting,
or artifact.
I will use my eyes but not my hands to look around the gallery.
I can fold my hands, cross my arms, have my hands at my sides,
or hold my hands behind my back while walking around the gallery.

Entering the park.
After we finish walking around inside, we will head outside through
the back doors in the gift shop.

Once we are outside,
I will walk down a
ramp and explore the
park. Some parts of
the grounds are offlimits, these places
will have ropes and
signs saying that I
can't go past them. In
this photo, I can see a
train that is off limits.

Inside a train and heritage building.
When I go inside a train or
building I will use my
eyes, but not my hands to
explore.

In some trains and buildings, I will not be able to go past ropes or
signs. I can't go further because it is unsafe for me to do so. I also
cannot touch the artifacts because they break and get damaged
easily. Instead of touching, or going off limits, I can look around, I
can think about how the different artifacts are used, and make up a
story for someone who could have used them in the past.

Exploring outside.

There are many different things that I will see outside including
locomotives, buildings, and forestry equipment.
When I am outside, I will:
Go inside buildings, locomotives, and other equipment that have
their door open. The map that my family members got at the
front desk will say where we can go.
I will not be going into any places with ropes across them or
locked doors.
I might also see animals in the park like dogs, foxes, or rabbits.
I can hear cars on the road, and noises from the equipment
being used across the street at the lumber yard or the train yard.
I may hear an alarm go off across the road, at the lumber yard.

Mini-Rail
During my visit, I might go on the Cottonwood Mini-Rail. On the
Mini-Rail, I will sit facing forward in a passenger car and ride the
train around the park. The engineer will drive the train and conductor
will sit in the back, and will tell me the safety rules. I will hear the
rumble of the train, its horn, and whistles. As well, I will listen for the
railway crossing bells.
I can feel the wind on my skin and in my ears. I can feel the train
vibrate and sway from side to side as we drive.

Whenever I see signs like the ones photos below, I will expect to
hear the train's horn and whistles.

